18       '                    ENG-LISH TEAITS.                       [CHAP.

do, and he led me into the enclosure of his clerk, a
young man, to whom he had given this slip of ground,
which was laid out, or its natural capabilities shown,
with much taste. He then said he would show me
a better way towards the inn; and he walked a good
part of a mile, talking, and ever and anon stopping
short to impress the word or the verse, and finally
parted from me with great kindness, and returned
across the fields.

Wordsworth honoured himself by his simple ad-
herence to truth, and was very willing not to shine;
but he surprised by the hard limits of his thought.
To judge from a single conversation, he made the
impression of a narrow and very English mind; of
one who paid for his rare elevation by general tame-
ness and conformity. Off his own beat, his opinions
were of no value. It is not very rare to find persons
loving sympathy and ease, who expiate their depart-
ure from the common, in one direction, by their con-
formity in every other.